Occlusion and reperfusion as possible different mechanisms of ventricular tachyarrhythmias in Prinzmetal's variant angina.
A case of a patient with variant angina associated with severe ventricular tachyarrhythmias studied by continuous electrocardiographic and haemodynamic monitoring is reported. Severe ventricular arrhythmias developed both during maximal ST-segment elevation, in association with haemodynamic signs of acute ischaemic cardiac dysfunction and after nitroglycerin-induced reversion of ischaemia and return of the haemodynamic variables to the basal state. Thus, in this patient, ventricular arrhythmias during acute ischaemia could be related not only to acute vasospastic coronary occlusion but probably also to reperfusion after relief of coronary spasm.